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Crystal Flowers for Mom 

Age: Any age – fun for everyone. (Parent Supervision is recommended for younger children.) 

 

Supplies: 

 Borax powder (laundry detergent aisle of the grocery store) 

 jars or vases (glass jars are preferred over plastic cups) 

 popsicle sticks 

 string and tape 

 pipe cleaners 

 

Directions: 

1. To get started with your crystal flowers, take your pipe cleaners and form flowers! Give the kids a 

handful of colorful pipe cleaners and let them come up with their own cool twisty pipe cleaner flowers. 

Make sure to have extra green pipe cleaners on hand for stems. 

2. Double-check the opening of the jar with the size of your shape! It is easy to push the pipe cleaner in to 

start but difficult to pull it out once all the crystals have formed! Make sure you can get your flower or 

bouquet in and out easily. Also, make sure it is not resting on the bottom of the jar. 

Use the popsicle stick (or pencil) to tie the string around. Hold it in place with a piece of tape. 

3. Make your borax solution. The ratio of borax powder to boiling water is 1:1. You want to dissolve one 

tablespoon of borax powder for each cup of boiling water. This will make a saturated solution, which is 

a great chemistry concept. 

4. Time to add the flowers. Make sure the bouquet is fully submerged. The crystals are growing! You 

want to set the jars in a quiet place where they will not be disturbed. No tugging on the string, stirring 

the solution, or moving the jar around! They need to sit still to work their magic. 

 

Discussion: 

Crystal growing is a neat chemistry project that is a quick set up involving liquids, solids, and soluble 

solutions. Because there are still solid particles within the liquid mixture, if left untouched, the particles will 

settle to form crystals. 

Water is made up of molecules. When you boil the water, the molecules move away from one another. When 

you freeze water, they move closer to one another. Boiling hot water allows for more borax powder to 

dissolve to create the desired saturated solution. 

 

 

 


